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terrible war was the only possible result. The Southerners
\vould not listen to him. Already they had set up an
opposition government under a rival President named
Jefferson Davis, and throughout the Confederate States,
as those which had declared their intention of seceding
from the Union were called, preparations for war were
being hurriedly pushed forward, and all military pro-
perty, with the exception of one or two forts, had been
seized.

One of these forts was Fort Sumter. It stood in
Charleston harbour, and had a garrison of eighty-three
men under Major Robert Anderson. Major Anderson
and his little force were staunchly loyal to Lincoln and
the rightful government, and when, early in April, the
newly formed Confederate government ordered General
Beauregard, who was in Charleston with seven thousand
Southern troops under his command, to demand the
fort's surrender, Major Anderson indignantly refused.
Thereupon the Confederate gunners opened fire upon
the fort, and kept up the bombardment for thirty-two
hours, before, tortured by wounds and thirst and with
the fort blazing furiously, the gallant little garrison was
forced to surrender. This happened on the afternoon
of Saturday, April 13, 1861. The Civil War between
the North and the South had begun.

You will read something about that war in the next
chapter; here it is only possible to sketch the part Abra-
ham Lincoln played in that great struggle. He was the
tower of strength upon which his side leaned. When
the Northern armies were defeated he never lost heart,
but set to work to gather new ones. At the start he was